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VTED links Tech & Community

The Virginia Tech Expertise Database Gives
Businesses Access to VT Faculty Knowledge.

By Dieborak Sheldon

Buppose you need an expert on xyian, a gummy, yellow carbohy-
drate found in plant cell-walls. Or someona who knows about fribofogy,
the science of friction, lubrication and wear of moving parts. Would you
know who to contact? If you're Kke others in this community, your first
thought might be "Call someone at Tech.” An easy way to find that "some-
one” |a through the Virginia Tech Expertisa Database (VTELY.

Virginia Tech houses a wealth of technical expertise through its
facully and students, Finally, there's a way to access that waalth. The
Frogram Development Office of Research and Graduate Studies, with
halp from the Virginia Center for Innovative Technology, has created a
campus wide database of faculty expertise. This database can be ac-

See YTLEL, pape &

Marketing Expertise Offered
by BTC

Business/Technology Center Provides Marketing
and Other Services to Technology Companies

by Herl Cork

kany small high-technology companies do not have the mon-
etary resources or the staff to meet their company’'s marketing de-
mands. The Business/Technology Center (BTOC) can offer both finan-
cial assistance and professional marketing consullants.

The BTG assists small high-lechnology companies in Virginia by
providing markeling rescarch analyses and or access to marketing
consultants A company must mes! several requirements forthe BTC
to provide markating assistance. It must be a small business as defined
by the Small Business Administration: 30 employess or lass. Tha

See BTC, page &
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others was our conbinuing focus
on programs that keverane the
CRC and Virgima Tech’s
rascurces, for the banefit of
companies in the CRC, Spe-
cifically cited in the CUED's
report was our business assis-
tance program, financial assis-
tance program and the way we
use our connections with Vir-
ginia Tech,

The business assistance
program is implemenied
through the Business/Technol-
agy Cenler which 5 managed
by Parmplin College of Busi-
ness. Over 30 cases ware
handled by the BTC last year
on the behalf of CRC enants.

The financial assistance
prograrn has two components:
the cutstanding relationship that
the CRE has developed with
Firat Mational Bank, and the
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growing relationship that we
hawe with venture capital tirms
including Tnad, InterSouth and
Spaceiast.

Today, we are pleased to
anhounce a hew program for
the benefit of companies in the
CRC. The Virginia Tech/CRC
Liatson Program is designed
to help companies find assis-
tancea from within the university,
This program was concelved
by Cr. Len Peters, Yice Provost
for Hesearch and Dean of the
Graduale School al Tech, Ns
purposea is o appord one, ar
two in unusual circumstancas,
gseniar administrators to ba
company advocates or mentors
On Campue.

For example, the saven
companies that have recanthy
moved to the CRC from out-of-
slate do not have the campus
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““The mentor would
know which faculty
members at Tech

woruld have an
interest related fo

the company’s
need.”

"netwark’ to draw from for assistance. The
mentor {e.g., Computer Science Depart-
ment Head) would know which faculty
members throughout Tech that would have
an interest or expertise related to the
company's need. The

with the company to determine their neads and
inteerests, Then discussions are held amoeng
RGE and the CRC to identify tha best parson or
menlor for the company. This person will most
likely be at the department head or at the asso-
ciate dean leval in order to have the visibility
required to be effective, Hopefully, a strong
relationship then develops between the com-
pany and its mentor.

The program has been initiated with
kickoff interviews with Exegetics, the Computer
Hesource Team, Software Licensing Carpora-
tion and Milagra Systems, Inc. If you think that
this program could benefit your company and
you wish to particlpate, please contact me at
231-3600 or e-mall to jmeredit @ vi.edu.

"L Frod " appeses monttly in s newsletter and @5 written
fry the Virginia Tech Corparare Research Cerrer

adminisirarive suaf

mentor may also be aware
of tacilities or equipment

één .
that Tech may have that The program might also be of

could save the company

unnecessary capital ex- bene ﬁf foc ﬂmpﬂﬂiﬂs who have

penditure,

also be of banefit to com-

Theprogrammight ~ SEFORE relationships with one area

panies who have strong {]f Cﬂfﬂp s, i

relationships with one area
of carmpus {8.g. computer
science) but now are having short-term
problems with another area of technology
(e.0., materials).

The first step of the program is for a
member of Research and Graduate
Studles (RGS), Dr. Tom Caruso, to meet
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livers on New Mailbox .?dyatem
av Mail

The new igitbaxes are Hossed an a 5 x 2 48" clurter wnet. Eacl ior
containg J6 custamer compartienrs, twa parcel Taekars and an aot
patrg-mail slon Cusromer comparrmenis are Tarpe enough o Fold
reosd pevidivaly ard Aol modl. The parcel lockers gre for larger mail

Flecer.

canstruction will be built with far the CRC.

cluster units. Some of the “We want to place the
buildings are proving 1o be units under shelter of some
harder ta update than othars, sort. While the Garvin Building
according to Paul Fleming,the  already had an appropriate
Property Operations Manager  spot, some of the others don't.”
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Ona possible solution, suggests
Flaming, is to place the units in the foyers
of bulldings that do not have a pratected
exterior area. The exterior doors would
be unlocked, allowing the mail camers to
reach the units on the weekend. The
interior doors that allow accass into the
corndaors would be locked to secure the
busilcling.

Tha U.S. Post Office will assign
mailboxes and provide each tenant with
three keys. The CRC office will nat keep
a copy of keys to assistin lockouts. Ifa
tenant loses a key, it will ba necsseary 1o
deal directly with the U. 5. Post Office to
get a new kay. Tenants will also work with
the post office to get mailbox locks
changed.

Mail pieces that will not fit in
individual compartments will sither be left
i one af the parcel lockers or dellvered
to tenant suites, If a package s leftfora
tenant in the locker, the mall carrier will
leave a note and key to that locker in tha
tenant’'s mailbox. The tenant will retriave
the package and leave the locker Key in
the parcel locker.

With this new system, [tis espe-
cially important that incoming mall include
tanant suite numbers in the address. Mail
without a suite address will be sentto the
CRC office, the suile number added and
the piece rerouted. This could delay
delivery for several days.

For mare information regarding
the new mail system, contact Paul
Fleming at 1-3080 or e-mail to
Mesrming @wvt.edu,

TENANT UPDATE

New Arrivals
AEDAR (Advanced Engineering Design
and Research Corporation), 1700 Kraft
Dirive, Suite 1050/ 540-231-3788/
frabunmi @ erols. com

AEDAR Corporation, a Landover,
Marnyland basad R&D company, has recenthy
established a new office at the CRGC in order
to facilitate close collaboration with professor
Peter Athanas and his collegues al Virginia
Tech's Information Systems Center (VISC).
Research and development activitiss atthis
office will focus on the development and
dermanstration of advanced configurable
computers. AEDAR's current and previous
customers include the ballistic missile de-
fenae arganization (BMDO), the L5,
Airforee, NAB.A. and the U.S. Army.
AEDAR's prasident and principal scientist is
Dr. Jarmes Fabunmi.

MName Changes
"Wirtually Dane! Business Support Ser-
vices™ to Acorn Businass Support, Inc.,
1872 Praft Drive, Suite 1804 / 540-231-4601
facom@vi.edy

Acorn provides temporary services,
administrative suppen, creative marketing
literature, graphics design, business and
technical writing. Tracy Whitaker continues as
president and CE(. The name was changad
to facilitate growth in the temparary parsonnel
market.
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naire asks for both a tachnical
explanation of their expertise
(using all the lingo and impres-
sive terminoclogy for that field)
and a general explanation (for

llat of common topics I8
located at the batlom of
the web page.

=  Department lists all the
depanmeants at Virginia
Tech that participated in

the database population.
the layman). They also have s There are over seventy-
nt, about their publications, Fr which o chorse
i prafessional membearchips, including Computer
ases  patents and intemational Science, Engi-
naaring, Financea
sites: and Marketing.
When you selecta
iness http:/fwww.brainpower.org | department, all
hitp:/feos.gdb.org records available
for members of
ate Studies Department  http:/wwworgs.vtedu | yhat department
nuavative Technology http:/fwww.cit.oorg | 2ppearinalist.
= Detailad
se Database hitp:iivied.rgs.viedu Search allows
you 1o combineg

expenance. This information
Is combined to make an on-
line, searchakble resume for
each participating faculty
member.

How do youn use
VTED?

The VTED interface,
avallable through the World
Wide Web, is very easy lo
use. When you open their web
page, you are given four

search aptions:
» Topic allows you to
search for keywords

within the records. A

the three previous
fislds into a single
search.

All methods of searching
provide partial matches, For
example, g search for "sm,”
results ina list of every name in
which "sm" appears. Searches
are not case sensitive: “John" =
“jahn®.

Once you have entarad
your search criterla, and the
database has retrieved match-
ing records, you will see a list of
records (or just one record)
containing the first level of data
on thal faculty member. This

data includes the person's
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name, depart-
ment, positian,
degree,

phone num-

ber, e-malil
address,
research

areas, both

the general
expertise and

the lechnical {PO Cﬁ:}
axperisa and I Eﬂ

threa of his or her publica-

tions.

If you click on the person's name, you will
gsee g "detalled record.” This record has all
the information an the general racord, plus any
additional publications and the rest of tha data
that person entarad.

The web page also provides the option to
*Search Intemal Records." YWhen entering
expertise data, faculty members have the
option to limit record aceess (o membears of
the Virginia Tech cormmunity. Il they chaosa
this option, their records are claseified as
internal and are available only to users with

v.eduuser names through the “Search Intemal

Records" Option,

Other Databases

VWTED is not a new idea. Infact, one of
the reasons VTED was created was 50
that the members of the VT faculty
could be listed on two existing data-
bases without having to file separately
on each one (the records from VTED
are included in both databases).

Community of Science World
Wide Web Server provides information
on scientific exparise, fundad sciantific re-

search, and lunding opportunities for research.

RERAINPO W

Tha COS wabsite providas links to several
databases including the following:

«  Expertise, Inventions, and Facilities

« Medline

«+  The U.5. Patent Citaticn Database

= Federally-Funded Researchin the LS.

»  Commerce Business Daily

*  The Fedaral Hegister

»  Funding Opparunities Databaso

The other database that VTED is cur-
rently linkad to is Brainpower for Business.
Brainpower is a state-wide version of VTED,
connecting over 30 state-funded colleges and
universities. Brainpower separates its infor-
mation into seven categones:

*  Research and Development Capabili-
ties

» Business Assistance Centers and
Services

*  Hesearch Technology Parks

*  Educational Opportuniies

«  Community Servioe Activities

= Hiring Oppartunitias

= |ntallectual Properties.

Brainpower for Business, like VTED,
was sponsored in part by the Virginia Center
for Innovative Technology.

VIRGINIA'S

o
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{from page 1
bEtbe a high-technology com-
g thiatis starting to apply higher
e products or sarvices. The
_____ gentative must prepare a
yage document outlining the
_______ FsemiEns so that the BTG has a
sestanding of the company's
igmRies may choose from
ffce paths. The BTC hires
phmduate students to perform
@starch analyses. Tha VT
Ent will research the situation
#fied in the request and
Broduct with conclusions
dations. The client may have
tor this service.
BFC has contacts with
ige of Business professors or
iy Bxports who will customize
ek and assistance al reason-
[eBTC may subsidize these
a vawlng percentage basis de-
g upon client circumstances.

ecs Institute {SBI) team of Virginia
Tech business students to provide the

marketing research for a potential client at
no charge. S5B1teams will begin in Sep-
tembar and complate their projects in
MNovamber,

In addition to marketing research,
the BTG offers start-up assistance, cash
flow analysis, financial planning and legal
advice.

BTC's funding agencies include
this Canter for Innovative Technolagy (CIT),
the Corporate Research Canter (CRC),
the Pamplin College of Business, the
towns of Blacksburg and Christiansburg,
Virginia Tech Intellectual Properies (VTIF)
and the Virginia Tach Qutreach Deapart-
ment, The money thal the funding agen-
cies provide allows the BTC to assist
small technolegy-based companias in
Virginla.

For more information regarding
business services your company may
require, call the director, Herbent V., Corl,
at the BTG office (540) 231-2730 or e-
mail hirm at cork @ vi.edu,




